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July 2026 Highlights 

Highlight 
Description 

Link Source Related ERA 
Topic(s) 

Future 
Partnerships 
Consultation 
 

Stakeholders can shape partnerships and 
joint undertakings under Horizon Europe 
2028–2034.  
 

Link  
 
 

ERA Portal 
Austria 

European 
Partnerships 
 

Responsible  
Assessment  
Guide 
 

A practical guide helps research funders 
design and implement responsible research 
assessment systems.  

Link  
 
 

ERA Portal 

Austria 

Research 
Assessment  
 

Research 
assessment 
reform 
 

A new study shows growing adoption of 
responsible research assessment across 
Europe. More organisations are moving 
beyond publication-based metrics in line with 
CoARA principles. 

Link  
 
 

Publications 
Office of the 
EU 
 
 

Research 
Assessment  

Research 
assessment 
report 

 

This EU report reviews progress and 
challenges in research assessment reform 
across Europe. It provides recommendations 
for further policy and institutional 
development.  

Link Publications 
Office of the 
EU 

Research 
Assessment  

EARMA 
Mentoring 
2027 

 

EARMA opened its mentoring programme for 
professional development within the 
European research management community. 

Link  EARMA Research 
Management 

MSCA Doctoral 
Networks  
 

A new study confirms the strong impact of 
MSCA Doctoral Networks on researcher 
training, mobility and collaboration. The 
findings support continued investment in 
doctoral education. 

Link  
 
 

REA 
 

Research Careers 
 

Universities  

& Innovation  

Act   

 

EUA calls for universities to play a central role 
in the European Innovation Act. It highlights 
their importance for innovation, talent 
development and knowledge valorisation. 

Link European 
University 
Association 

Research Careers, 
Knowledge 
Valorisation 

ERC Proof of  
Concept  
 

ERC awarded 182 Proof of Concept Grants to 
help re-searchers bring research results 
closer to market and society. The grants 
strengthen innovation and knowledge 
valorisation. 

Link  
 
 

ERC 
 

Knowledge 
Valorisation 

INSPIRING  
ERA policy  
brief 
 

INSPIRING ERA published a policy brief on 
strengthening knowledge valorisation in 
Europe. It presents recommendations to 
improve the societal and economic impact of 
research. 

Link  
 
 

INSPIRING 
ERA 
 

Knowledge 
Valorisation 

EOSC & RIs  
 

The ESFRI–EOSC Task Force published 
recommendations to strengthen cooperation 
between EOSC and European Research 
Infrastructures. The report focuses on 
interoperability and FAIR data. 

Link  
 
 

ESFRI 
 

Open Science, 
Research 
Infrastructures 

https://www.youtube.com/@INSPIRING-ERA
https://bsky.app/profile/inspiringera.bsky.social
https://www.inspiring-era.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/inspiringera-project/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_detail_base%3BGEDu3BjTTmuNeSZ3%2BRQmMw%3D%3D
https://era.gv.at/news-items/commission-launches-consultation-on-future-european-partnerships/
https://era.gv.at/news-items/science-europe-presents-practical-guide-to-implementing-responsible-research-assessment-at-rfos/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5cf35453-703e-11f1-ae88-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?afd_azwaf_tok=eyJraWQiOiIxNkY3M0JFMkNDMjZDOUM1ODBGMzM4NjAzN0I1ODRCQTc4REQ1ODcwQUFFRkJGNEZDRUJFOUZEQkNGMENGMTNEIiwiYWxnIjoiUlMyNTYifQ.eyJhdWQiOiJvcC5ldXJvcGEuZXUiLCJleHAiOjE3ODIzODMwNDUsImlhdCI6MTc4MjM4MzAzNSwiaXNzIjoidGllcjEtODY4NThiZDQ2LXdqNmtwIiwic3ViIjoiMTQ0LjY1LjE2Mi4yMiIsImRhdGEiOnsidHlwZSI6Imlzc3VlZCIsInJlZiI6IjIwMjYwNjI1VDEwMjM1NVotcjE4Njg1OGJkNDZ3ajZrcGhDMUNQSHZ5dXMwMDAwMDAwMW1nMDAwMDAwMDBudW56IiwiYiI6ImFSbWhRaThwejJ4bUg4VExGYzNScHd3WFlHcmIzQ1FNQlRPbXYzZzdnRGciLCJoIjoiWF8weVB6TF9qaFJ1YXNjT051NjJYa3VlaXY3OU5jaUxFaURCVjdJcGpEMCJ9fQ.FI-4Mv98zkTKBtZ7851qkbO2R-S0g7ArbUmxV3-Z1rJe59epaebYVFcN4FZoa2Jxncz6cTnv6e48ICXgDUEMHYCqMK0NbU5F7b7hKRl4LIqqeZYEzr568E-uuxYV1AhYho9leUmyKXRNvMWCXFSG5yA4gfMQ4k2GPrrKY7jGLRNkma_WsEboWd-r-aswak-tmWQ_P61wDL-k-hpo47D4sxloNMAaTrkjXB6ev9kjlAwn60iuhMmS7IlvWADxQanplw0X_GRXS_bW937Fl0Dw0gUUPfc6tbwoaKRUX_Ejvhd1x17wDLFw7qKGLmF2c8upzSdeCkE0qDUYXRj_KKESGw.WF3obl2IDtqgvMFRqVdYkD5s
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6dcb8b95-4b23-11f0-85ba-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://earma.org/open-call-mentoring-programme-2027/
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/news/prepared-career-success-new-findings-msca-doctoral-networks-2026-06-24_en
https://www.eua.eu/publications/policy-input/a-european-innovation-act-that-builds-a-truly-european-innovation-culture.html
https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/proof-of-concept-grants-2026
https://www.inspiring-era.eu/resource/inspiring-era-policy-brief-supporting-the-uptake-of-era-policy-agenda-outcomes-knowledge-valorisation/
https://zenodo.org/records/20760487
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MEDem ESFRI 
Roadmap  
 

MEDem has been included in the ESFRI 
Roadmap 2026 as a new European research 
infrastructure. It strengthens Europe's 
research infrastructure landscape and cross-
border collaboration.  

Link  
 
 

MEDem 
Monitoring 
Electoral 
Democracy 

Research 
Infrastructures 
 

Innovation  
Performance  
2026  

 

The Innovation Scoreboard records continued 
EU progress while highlighting persistent 
national disparities.  

Link  
 
 

ERA 
Platform 
 
 

ERA Monitoring 
 

European 
Semester 
Priorities  

 

Twenty-six Member States received research 
and innovation recommendations under the 
European Semester. 

Link  

 
 

ERA Portal 
Austria 

National R&I reforms 
 

25 ERA 
projects 

The Commission launched 25 new Horizon 
Europe projects supporting implementation of 
the ERA Pol-icy Agenda. The projects 
address Open Science, research careers, 
knowledge valorisation, and gender equality 
and research management. 

Link  
 
 

REA 
 

All ERA Actions 
 

        Source: INSPIRING ERA, 2026  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@INSPIRING-ERA
https://bsky.app/profile/inspiringera.bsky.social
https://www.inspiring-era.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/inspiringera-project/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_detail_base%3BGEDu3BjTTmuNeSZ3%2BRQmMw%3D%3D
https://www.medem.eu/
https://european-research-area.ec.europa.eu/index.php/news/european-innovation-scoreboard-2026-published
https://era.gv.at/news-items/council-adopts-country-specific-recommendations-2026/
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/news/25-eu-funded-projects-advance-more-competitive-fair-and-inclusive-european-research-area-2026-06-30_en

