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About Wijkwijs
What:

• Neighborhood ‘wise’ (way/wisdom)

• Community-based research collective

• Supporting 9 research practices in Rotterdam

• With initiatives, citizens, urban researchers

Why:

• Civic university

• “Research-fatigue”

• Community organization / civil society 

• Local themes, knowledge and solutions

• Shared knowledge means better research
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Universities and Communities
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Reciprocity

Continuity

Ownership Justice
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Trust Equality

Reflexivity Proximity Sensitivity



Some challenges

• Moving beyond a “project”-rationale in a project-based system

• Rigid financial structures and need for human investments

• Early-career researchers, social work and emotional labor require skills

• Knowledge ownership is diffused, hierarchy and targets do slip in

• Concrete outcomes versus vague processes 

• Being seen, heard, valued means different things for different people 

• Assumption that people want to take part and conduct research 



What we hope for

• Create a solid knowledge base and 
network in our city underpinned 
with  sustainable business models

• Start and continue a movement of 
knowledge self-organization that 
spreads through and beyond our 
city and its the neighborhoods

• Turning our university into a 
trustworthy and valued partner 
amidst the city’s challenges 

• Normalizing epistemic diversity 



Dr. ir. Beitske Boonstra & Seline Westerhof, MSc (Erasmus University Rotterdam)

boonstra@essb.eur.nl | Wijkwijs.nl 

Thank you for listening! 
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