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Agenda

● Introduction to OAPEN and DOAB
● Opportunities and challenges for academic publishers
● Opportunities and challenges for libraries
● Opportunities and challenges for research funders
● Community engagement
● Some BIG challenges



Introduction to OAPEN 



Quality curation & 
Open access 
Hosting, distributing, preserving scholarly books



2010
Established by six 

European university presses



OAPEN Library 15-year anniversary panel at Frankfurt Book Fair 2025



40,000+
peer-reviewed open access books 

from over 450 publishers



70
different languages - bibliodiversity



1.5 million
COUNTER downloads every month



Introduction to DOAB



2013
Directory of Open Access Books



100,000
peer-reviewed titles indexed (only metadata)



800+
publishers in over 80 languages









Opportunities for publishers

OAPEN offers any publisher that fulfil our admission criteria a 
trusted, reliable, and efficient hosting, distribution, and preservation 

environment of their peer-reviewed OA books that connects the publishers 
with libraries and readers across the Globe, thereby increasing their 

discoverability and impact.



Challenges for 
publishers

● Funding
● Compliance
● Reporting
● Cultural change



Opportunities for libraries

OAPEN provides 
seamless access to a curated and fast-growing collection 

of thousands of peer reviewed OA books, 
easy for libraries to integrate 

into their catalogues in a structured and dynamic way.



300
libraries supporting OAPEN & DOAB



Challenges for 
libraries

● Budget cuts
● Structural budget issues
● Complex landscape
● Lacking overview



Opportunities for research funders

OAPEN manages OA book collections for research funders 
providing a suite of services that supports the implementation 

and monitoring of their OA book policies.



Funder collections



Challenges for 
funders

● Funding
● Staffing
● Quality assurance
● Monitoring (impact and 

compliance)
● Alignment



PALOMERA project
2023 - 2024

https://operas-eu.org/projects/palomera 

https://operas-eu.org/projects/palomera/


Policy Forum on OA Books



Diamond OA for Books



Opportunities for researchers 



Opportunities for researchers

https://oabooks-toolkit.org

https://oabooks-toolkit.org


Challenges for 
researchers

● Reward and recognition
● Book Processing Charges (BPC)
● Time 
● Quality 
● Culture



Community engagement

● Founding member of OPERAS
● Member of OPERAS Executive Assembly
● OPERAS-NL national node (Netherlands)



Community engagement

Coordinator of OPERAS OA Books
Special Interest Group

Co-coordinator of the OA Books Network

https://operas-eu.org/special-interest-groups/open-access-books/

https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/ 

https://operas-eu.org/special-interest-groups/open-access-books/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/


Big challenges 



Bad bots and 
AI generated content

AI





AI opportunities - respectful, ethical



Pressure on democracy

Political



Their primary goal is to stay in power





Misinformation, disinformation and post-truth claims

Trust





Quality of the scholarly monograph



Thank you! Niels Stern

stern@oapen.org 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nielsstern/ 

https://bsky.app/profile/nielsstern.bsky.social 
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