
ERA Study

• Mapping of literature, OS 

policies, EU and national 

copyright and data 

legislation

• Surveys with researchers, 

RPOs, publishers 

(commercial and 

institutional)

• Impact assessment

• Policy options
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available at https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/633395

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/633395


Scope of the study: legislative and regulatory frameworks

Study’s main objective → to assist the EC in the delivery of the 

main outcomes of priority action 2 of the European Research 

Area Policy Agenda 2022-2024 (“Propose an EU copyright and 

data legislative and regulatory framework fit for research”)

Two main outcomes:

1. Identifying regulatory barriers and challenges to access 

and reuse of publicly funded R&I results and of publications 

and data for scientific purposes

2. Proposing legislative and non-legislative measures to 

improve the current EU copyright and data legislative and 

regulatory frameworks to make it fit for scientific research, 

open research data and ERA.



SPR in 6 Member States
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Why an EU-wide Secondary Publication Right?
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- Empowering scientific authors and rebalancing bargaining powers in publishing contracts

- Ensuring greater availability of publicly-funded research 

- Not an E/L but a right subject to specific conditions to strike a balance between conflicting interests

- Harmonized and EU-wide to provide one single legal framework which could

- increase researchers’ awareness

- facilitate collaborative cross-border endeavors

- avoid fragmentation of contractual practices in the internal market and European Research Area 



SURVEY RESPONSES AND RESPONSE 

RATES



- Text page

Survey description pp 882-893 of the report (Annex 5). Table at p. 890.



INTRODUCTION OF EU-WIDE 

SECONDARY PUBLICATION RIGHT



- Text page

RPOs in favour

• 92.4% (n=397): broad SPR regime would rather increase (46.6%) or strongly 

increase (45.8%) immediate OA

• 91.2% (n=136) in SPR Member State that limits scope to journal articles: strong 

need to cover other scientific outputs (57.4%) or some need (33.8%)

Publishers against 

• 61.9% (n=84): fundamental reshaping of business model required 

• 11.9% some changes, 26.2% no substantial changes

SPR-01: Cover broad range of output, not only journal articles



- Text page

RPOs in favour

• 90.5% (n=496) involved in collaboration with private sector

• 26.5% (n=305): 50% or more public-private research, 7.5%: more than 90%

Publishers sceptical

• 57% (n=86): fundamental reshaping of business model required, 16.3%: change 

but not fundamental, 26.7%: no substantial changes.

• 65.9% of commercial publishers (n=41): requires fundamental reshaping of 

business model

SPR-02: Relax public funding requirement (50% or less)



- Text page

RPOs in favour

• 86.7% (n=129): need to extend SPR regime to VoR

• 78.1% (n=365): VoR increases immediate OA

Publishers against

• 66.3% (n=86): fundamental reshaping of business model required, 27%: 

substantial changes 

• 82.9% of commercial publishers (n=41): fundamental change of business 

model required 

• See themselves as custodians of scientific record. VoR essential for accurate referencing 

and verification of research results. Multiple versions impede accuracy of scientific record. 

SPR-03: Cover version of record (VOR)



- Text page

RPOs in favour

• 87.4% (n=395): see direct relation to immediate OA 

• 87.8% (n=90) in SPR MS with 12m embargo: need for shorter embargo 

• 72.4% (n=29) in SPR MS with 6-12m embargo: need for shorter embargo

Publishers against

• 66.3%: substantial impact on business model 

• 82.9% of commercial publishers: fundamental reshaping of business model required 

SPR-04: Minimise embargo periods (none or 6 months)



- Text page

Scenario 1: restrictive harmonisation

- blend of restrictive approaches in Member States

Scenario 2: flexible harmonisation

- blend of flexible approaches in Member States

Scenario 3: maximum OA harmonisation

- going beyond current approaches in Member States 

Scenarios for harmonisation at EU level



Questions for further research
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• Legal: how to conceptualise the SPR? Three-step test relevant?

• Economic: impact on business models in the publishing sector

- substitution effects? 

- impact at single publication level/impact at database level

- difference between academic publications/general publications

• OA perspective: which benefit/detriment for different stakeholders



Thank you!
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